FIRE STARTINOGathkeeper#reparedness Clas®bruary 11, 2017

Learning different techniques to get that heat and/or cooking first started can be a
matter of life and death. Here are a fenvgksfor fire-starters to geyoustartedon some
survival knowledge. These kgreat too in your own fireplace, wood stovenual
pellet stovasor your outdoor firgit. \We use a few of thesat our house too) Many are
great to ke in your camping and Turbags as well.

We also get a chance to show you a simple and effective room heater to use ONL
in an emergency (we have heated up our greenhouse in the dead of winter with it
until we got aChimin@to help with the colder norther Arizona wintérs.

Having reliable DIY fire starters nearby will spare you

from many headaches down the road.
Posted by - January 9, 2015

http://www.wideopenspaces.com/make-easy-diy-fire-starters-home-woods/
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fireplace, a quality DIY fire starter is just nice to have. As a rule of thumb, you should know how to start a fireneithout o
(You do) ?) If Mok you should leasoonl & justialiead of when it comes to necessary outdoor

skills.

Buttherearéi A (i dz GA2y & GKSy @& 2kirdiNGis adlithe2dhidip, o yyu justipldiS Eant ar\dasy Weay out
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kinds of [

Worry no more. These DIY fire starters simple to construct, cheap to make, avilll save you time and frustration in
the long run. Plus, they make great gifts as well!

Materials

CANRGZ @ 2 dzQdoe maBralR Lutkdy, ealy dvedydtém needed for these DIY fire starters is easily found
within or around your home. Odd leftover bits of candle weagon stubsparaffin wax, shredded paper, toilet

paper/paper towel tbes, dryer lint, paper/fiber egg cartons, smpalber cupssawdust, pine cones, and string are
somed 2f AR OK2AO0S4&> odzi ¥SSt FTNBS (2 SELSNAYSYyGH | 2dzQf
placing in a pot of boiling waterdidble boiler system).
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Pine Cones

Simply gather up as many open pine cones in your yamlasan and allow
them to dry well. Tie a string around the middle and thread it up to the t
Melt paraffin wax with some chunks of old crayons or candles (for

color)and dip the pine cone into the hot wax. Allow to dry on wax paper
When ready, simpljght the string like a wick, and watch the pine cone g

WoodchipCups

LT @2dz R2 Fyeée ¢22Rg2N)] 2eélyhévddarged 2 dzNJ
amounts of sawdust, shavings,chips laying around. Gath&me up and

let it dry out well.Fillsome paper cups (or muffin cups in a muffin

tin) with the shavings almost to the top. Pour the wax over the mixdncelet
harden.

Shredded &per

You can follow the same recipe as wmod chipfire starter above. Just gather up
some shredded paper (most homeglaifices have plenty of this available) and 1
the muffin cups as before. Pour wax over it and let harden. Then light the shre
paper or the muffin cup itself to start it.

Toilet Paper Tube

Obviously you could cut up a paper towel roll as well for this fire starter idea, but
simply stuff dryer lintor & SNJ F€ I YYIFI 0fS YIFOGSNAI A& Ay
full but not packed, as you need air space to let oxygen in. You can add wax or
petroleum jelly as well, but it works quite well as is.

Cardboard Strips

We all have too much corrugated cardboard
coming through our house. Instead of recycling
or burning it, do both! Cut strips aboutdw
inches wide by three or four inches long. Dip
them in melted wax, leaving a small portion
undipped. The corrugation leaves channels for
air flow, and these light very easily.

Other ideas?

52y Qi ftAYAOG @2dz2NASE T (2
are many othecreative ways to make your own DIY fire starter. You could use birchretiGonifer twigs, cotton balls,
etc. Or you could even combine some of these ideas together, such as putting a pinecone into an egg shell container, :
covering with wax and salwst.
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The Uber Match http://www.practicalprimitive.com/skillofthemonth/ubermatch.html (additional photo
(As featured in th&september2011 issue oPractically Seeking

The ability to get a fire going can be the difference between life and death. That isavigyshave multiple
means of creang one at my disposal.

The Uber Matchs simple to make, and when done correctly is reliable, along with being highly water and
wind resistant. Why you would NOT have a couple of these in ANY outdoor kit | cannot fathom!

Though traditionally made usirgjrike anywheranatches (yes, you can
still find them in this post91 world) they can also be made using strike

. on-the-box varieties—just make sure you have the box striker as well
or you are screwed.
AnUber Matchwill burn for 57 minutes easily, prduces anuchlarger
flame than a standard match and gives off far more heat.

[ A major trick to making sure your Uber Matches will really work well is
= to allow a little bit of space between the matches and just below the
match head.

- Now onward with the procss!

Stepby-step Instructions on How to Make an Uber Match:

1. Take out 4 matches, preferably of the str&mywhere
variety. (These are the ones that have a white tip on the red ma
head.)

2. Completely unroll a regular cotton ball, and then split it |
half, lengthwise. (One cotton ball makes twt
Uber Matches.)

3. Melt paraffin wax (our preferred wax for this and available at your grocery
or hardware store) or any other type of wax (old candles, crayons, beeswax, etc)
in a small container over low heat. An old tuna can works great for this and will sit
easily on the stee burner.

4. While your wax is
melting, take one of your matches and, startir,
just below the tip (make sure you can see a sh(
bit of the match stick) wrap around the stick o
complete turn with the cotton. Take your seco
match place it up against the first, thewrap the |

j7%f

cotton once completely around the two together.™
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5. Add your third and then fourth matches in the same manner,
wrapping the cotton around all three, then all fouratches, creating

a square, not a line. This way of wrapping creates necessary air space
between the matches to allow for easy ignition. (Remember fire
requires fuel, heat and oxygen to establish combustion.)

6. After all 4 matches have been wrapped together continue to wrap
the remainirg cotton around all 4 sticks until you have completely covered the
match sticks all the way down to the bottom. Striye
to make the wrap nice and even all the way do
as if you were wrapping a mummy for Halloween

7. Roll the now completely wrapped matche
tightly between your fingers to really squeeze down the cotton wrappin

8. Give the BASE of your Uber Match a quick dip in the melted wax
allow to cool and harden slightly. (For the sake of domestic relations
down a piece of aluminum foil for a cooling statier wax can be very
difficult to remove from couners, stove tops and plates!)

. 9. Once the base is cool enoug
. to handle,give the top of your matches a quick dip in the wax
far enough that the entire Uber Match is now completely
coated in wax. Set it aside and allow to cool. When the wax is
' cool enough to handle but still warm enough to mold, use your
: A ~ fingers to press the wacovered cotton into the matches and

5 felios t _ shape each Uber Match to a nice smooth cylinder.
(S LSRR

10. After the wax has hardened on all your Uber Matches, place several into an old pill bottle
(along with the box striker if you have been forcedus® strikeon-box types) and put this in with
¥ your camping gear/emergency kit/GO Bag. Allow the remaining wax to cool in the tuna can and i
% will be ready to melt again for your next set of matches!

- 11, These Uber Matches will strike even when wet. And be careful, they have a much bigge
. flame than a regular match!

Kris Mazy 978.0-1049 www.krisandlarry.com kris@krisandlarry.com



http://www.krisandlarry.com/
mailto:kris@krisandlarry.com

How Do | Make Vaseline Cotton Ball Fire Starters?

http://www.ramblinjim.com/articles/using -vaseline -cotton -balls -as-a-fire -starter/

To make your fire starters, you just need two ingredients 8 petroleum jelly and cotton balls. Any brand of

petroleum jelly will work, just makesureit 6 s 100% pure petroleum jelly. Youd¢
For the cotton balls, getjumbo-si zed cotton balls and check the packag
Artificial fibers wondot take a spark.

Rubbing the Vaseline into a cotton ball is messy work. The fibers of the cotton ball tend to pull apart and the
Vaseline gets everywhere. The cl eanest, easi essbhackmet h
sized Ziploc bag, toss some cotton balls in, zip it up, then knead the Vaseline into the cotton balls.

You want to get as much Vaseline in the cotton ball as you can without completely saturating the cotton ball.
| tveérgimportant to have some dry fibers available in the middle to take the flame, especially if you use a
firesteel or magnesium rod.

How to Make Lint Fire Starters

https://www.thebalance.com/hovto-makelint-fire-
starters1388857
ByErin HuffstetlerUpdated July 05, 2016
Forget about paying for fire starters. You can make all tt
fire starters you need for free.
Difficulty:Easy
Time Requiredt5 minutes or less
What You Need
1 Dryer lint
1 Cardboard egg cartons
1 candle wax (old candles work great)
Here's How
1. Fill each cup of the egg carton with dryer lint.
2. Melt the wax in a double boiler.
3. Pour the wax over top of the lint.
4. Allow the wax to cool and harden. Then, cut the egg carton up to create 12 fire starters.
Touse:Simply place a fire starter in your fireplace (or firepit) with your kindling and light. The wax will keep the starter
going long enough to ignite your kindling.
Tips
1. Be sure to cover your work surface, before you start.
2. You can use saw dust from npressuretreated wood in place of the dryer lint, or broken crayons in place of the
candle wax. There's plenty of room to improvise.
3. Fire starters make great gifts. Make a bunch, and you'll be all set for Christmas.
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Tea Light Personal Space Heater

http://simplydixon.com/2014/01/06/tealight-heater/

Jeremydanuanyb, 2014 do it yourself home

¢KA& YlIe& az2dzyR tA1S 2yS 27
admit that | was a bit skeptical about this wogkuntil this
morning. After spending a morning next to this thing, | can n
say that this tea light candle heater actually works. You have
be near it to get warmer or have a small space to heat, but i
G2N)] aXNBLFffeo

Whatisit?

Basically it is 4 teaht candles, placed in a foil lined bread
dish, covered up with one terracotta pot and that covered ug
with a larger terracotta pot.

Howwell doesit work? i
| have a relatively large space in my completely unheated basement office, but if i put ithékQNB A QY & A
definitely feel the heat.

Whyit works

The inner pot gets really warm, even hot to the touch, so | imagine that the two pot system helps keep some of the hea
contained so it can slowly let it radiate from the pot instead of lettifgS OF Yy Rf Sa KSI G RA&&ALI
sure there are many others who know a lot more
about the inner workings of this type of a heating
method.

Howl mademine

1 1 glass bread dish (metal would probably work
better if we had one)

1 Line thedish with aluminum foil (I figure it
would help reflect the heat back at the pots)

1 4 tea light candles placed in the center of the
dish (you can gelt00 of them from amazorfor
$8.95)

1 one smaller clay pot, set on the dish (must be
large enaigh to rest on the top of the dish to
create airflow for the candles)

1 a larger clay pot set on top of the whole thing

but resting on the top of the bread dish.
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